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Conceived by Chris Cochrane, Dennis Cooper, and Ishmael Houston-Jones
Directed by Ishmael Houston-Jones
Choreography improvised by the performers after a score by Houston-Jones
Music by Chris Cochrane
Text by Dennis Cooper
Lighting by Joe Levasseur
Advisor to the Production Jonathan Walker
Performed by Joey Cannizzaro, Felix Cruz, Niall Noel, Jeremy Pheiffer, Jacob 
Slominski, Arturo Vidich and Enrico D. Wey
Management: Ben Pryor / tbspMGMT 

THEM was conceived by Ishmael Houston-Jones, Chris Cochrane and Dennis
Cooper with the collaboration of Donald Fleming and Jonathan Walker
who did a first work-in-progress showing at Performance Space 122, May 10,
1985.

The complete version premiered at PS 122 in November 1986 with
Cochrane/Cooper/Houston-Jones and Barry Crooks, Donald Fleming, Julyen
Hamilton, Daniel McIntosh, and David Zambrano.

THEM toured to the Harbourfront Festival in Toronto in 1987 with
Cochrane/Cooper/Houston-Jones and Barry Crooks, Almon Grimstead,
Benoît Lachambre, Daniel McIntosh, and Brian Moran.

THEM is supported in part by TestPerformanceTest and developed through the 
RE:NEW RE:PLAY residency series at the New Museum. Additional support for THEM 
has been provided by Tides Foundation and Foundation for Contemporary Arts.

THEM

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
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After moving to New York from Philadelphia in 1979, Ishmael Houston-Jones joined 
a band of like-minded art rebels and formed the early informal core of what became 
Performance Space 122. As a choreographer Houston-Jones’ early work used 
movement and text to address issues of race, politics, sexuality, and the AIDS crisis. 
In 1984 Houston-Jones and Fred Holland shared a New York Dance and Performance 
“Bessie Award.” Works Houston-Jones premiered at PS 122 include two collaborations 
with novelist Dennis Cooper, THEM and Knife/Tape/Rope. He also appeared here in the 
work of Holland, Yvonne Meier, John Bernd (RIP), Cathy Weis, DD Dorvillier, Terry Fox, 
Rotozaza, DANCENOISE and as part of Unsafe/Unsuited. ishmaelhj.com

Chris Cochrane is a guitarist who has been composing and playing music in NYC for 
28 years. Chris has played with Zeena Parkins, John Zorn, Marc Ribot, Eszter Balint, 
Mike Patton, Annie Gosfield, Tim Hodgkinson, Richard Buckner, Jim Pugliese and many 
others. He has composed music for John Jasperse, Nayland Blake, Ishmael Houston-
Jones, Jennifer Monson, Circus Amok and others. He was in the bands No Safety and 
Curlew. Is currently in two bands, one called Chris Cochrane and the Natalie Merchant 
with Mike Duclos and Hanna Fox (from Babe the Blue Ox) and the other is Kato Hideki’s 
Plastic Spoon.

Dennis Cooper is the author of ten books of fiction, most recently ‘Ugly Man’ (Harper 
Perennial), ‘God Jr.’ (Grove Press), and ‘The Sluts’ (Carroll & Graf).  ‘Smothered in 
Hugs’, a collection of his journalism, was published by Harper Perennial this past 
summer.  He has collaborated with the French director Gisele Vienne on six theater 
works, including ‘Jerk’, which was performed at PS122 earlier this year.  He lives in 
Paris and Los Angeles.  His blog is denniscooper-theweaklings.blogspot.com.

Joe Levasseur has worked closely on lighting and production with many contemporary 
dance artists, including John Jasperse, RoseAnne Spradlin, David Dorfman, Beth Gill, 
Maria Hassabi, Ashleigh Leite, Jodi Melnick, Jennifer Monson, LeeSaar the Company, 
Anna Sperber, Megan Sprenger and Pavel Zustiak. He also lit theater pieces at the 
Chocolate Factory and Brick theaters, and designed the Off-Broadway play “Edge”.  
Levasseur is a recipient of two New York Dance and Performance “Bessie” Awards, first 
for his body of work for the 2007–08 season, and this year for “Cumme Toujours Here I 
Stand” by Big Dance Theater. For more information visit www.joelevasseur.com.  

Arturo Vidich is an artist from New York. He was a 2008-2010 Movement Research 
AIR. Vidich co-directs Culture Push, a non-profit arts organization. He received a Bessie 
for his collaboration on Stolen. Vidich is currently a master’s candidate at ITP, NYU 
Tisch.

Niall Noel makes dances and occasionally appears in dances made by close friends, is 
a member of TheClassReunion, is a child of Virginia, is also Niall Jones.

Joey Cannizzaro is a conceptual artist. His most celebrated work to date is Avant 
Garde Patty Cakes. The piece consists of one or more people with hands—either static 
or in motion-- within any proximity of each other. The piece premiered in 2010, in the 
program for the revival of Them at the New Museum and PS 122.

Felix Cruz is a dancer and choreographer who is new to the city.  He loves dancing, 
choreographing, teaching, music and you. If you love him too, email him at felix.luis.
cruz.jr@gmail.com or find him on facebook to see more of his work.  



presents
See more at ps122.org

page 3 of 4

Enrico D Wey makes stuff. Worked extensively with Team Djordjevich. Commissioned 
by Danspace in 2009. Received SwingSpace and Fresh Tracks residencies. Tours with 
Handspring/William Kentridge’s Il Ritorno d’Ulisse. Headed to Trajal Harrell/Sarah Sze’s 
residency (ICA-Boston.) Appearing in War Horse (Lincoln Center.) 

Brooklyn native Jeremy Pheiffer has had the pleasure of working with Jon Kinzel, 
Ashley Byler, Kathy Westwater, Anneke Hansen and more.  He is a founding member 
and choreographer for JerKiLaNa, creating collaboratively and individually around New 
York City.  jerkilana.wordpress.com

Jacob Slominski graduated from Cornell University in 2007. He grew up in Southern 
California. He recently performed in Faye Driscoll’s show There is so much mad in me 
at Dance Theatre Workshop. He also makes his own work.

tbspMGMT is an experiment in new models of management, curation and presentation 
of contemporary dance and performance. Thomas Benjamin Snapp Pryor has also 
worked as Director of Operations for Center for Performance Research, as an Artist 
Representative at Pentacle, and at Brooklyn Academy of Music. He is the curator 
and producer of AMERICAN REALNESS, a festival of contemporary performance. 
tbspMGMT.com

THEM  (2010) was developed through a partnership with the New Museum as part 
of the RE:NEW RE:PLAY residency series curated by Travis Chamberlain. Open 
rehearsals at the New Museum culminated in a series of programs collectively titled 
THEM AND NOW, including a dance performance of young male improvisers curated by 
Ishmael Houston-Jones; a concert with Chris Cochrane and his musical collaborators 
from the past three decades; an evening of provocative readings with Dennis Cooper 
and three twenty-something queer zine writers; plus a panel discussion considering 
Ishmael Houston-Jones’ career and his many innovations as a choreographer and 
dancer. These programs further contextualized the artistic impulses that propelled 
the creation of this “aggressive and vital” (Village Voice) performance work and its 
reconstruction twenty-five years later. The nature of the residency also provided an 
unprecedented opportunity for museum audiences to contribute to the rehearsal and 
reconstruction process, forging a deeper appreciation of the work and the artists’ 
practices.

Thanks: Fred Holland, Yvonne Meier, Jonathan Walker, Steven Craig Paxton, Christy 
Pessagno, Anne Delaney, Linda Stein & Paul Vidich, Emma Hoette, Ben van Buren, 
Andrew Champlin, Moriah Evans, Travis Chamberlain and the staff at the New Museum, 
Vallejo Gantner and the staff at PS 122, and Ben Pryor of tbspMGMT.  This past 
summer was an amazing journey, more thank-yous then I can count.

Music recorded and mixed by Kato Hideki, with occasional bass, string, percussion and 
inspiration.  Thank Hanna Fox and Edward Francis Gormley for free instrumental rental, 
Richard Dworkin for his ceaseless ears and critique and every other musician that 
played at Soundchek ‘86. 
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PS122 STAFF
*Vallejo Gantner, 
  Artistic Director
*Winnie Fung,
  Director of Business &    	   
Organizational Resources
*Derek Lloyd, 
  Director of Production
*Carleigh Welsh, 
  Director of Marketing and        	
  Communications
*Morgan von Prelle Pecelli, 
  Director of Development
*Alex Reeves, 
  Information Services Manager
*Technical Director
   Nick Bixby
*Laura Nicoll, 
   Marketing Manager
*Lori Vroegindewey
   Friends and FOH Manager
*Mashinka Firunts
   Artistic and Development Associate
*Sherri Kronfeld
   Box Office Manager
*Technical Staff:
   Eileen Goddard
   Lauren Brown
*House Staff:
   Chris Walters
   Taylor Tobin 
*Business Office Assistant
   Sonya Freeman-Moss

PS122 BOARD 
   * Ivan Martinez, President
   * Jason C. Tsou, Treasurer
   * Gaby Darbyshire
   * Anne Dennin
   * Nathan Gill
   * Ain Gordon
   * Charles Kerr
   * Michelle Kim
   * Howard Spector
   * Eli Scheier
   * Carmelita Tropicana

Friends who donate become 
Friends With Benefits.  

		
Performance Space 122 is New York’s ultimate destination for cutting-edge theatre, dance, music, live art and multi-media. PS122 is dedicated to 
supporting and presenting artists who explore innovative form and provocative content and who rigorously challenge the boundaries contemporary performance; PS122 is committed to a 
steadfast search for pioneering artists from a diversity of cultures, nations and beliefs.  

For thirty years, Performance Space 122 has been a hub for contemporary performance and an active member of the East Village, as well as the 
wider cultural community in N.Y.C. and across the globe.  In just the past 4 years, under the curatorial vision of Artistic Director Vallejo Gantner, PS122 has opened the 
curtain on more than 2,100 performances, welcomed more than 100,000 visitors, and supported the work of more than 1,800 artists, performers, choreographers, playwrights, directors and 
designers.
 
Performance Space 122 passionately advocates for U.S. artists in New York and across globe. Our organization and the artists we present are reclaiming their 
relevance to wider social discourse by engaging artists, audiences and other community leaders in cultural, economic, and environmental debates about what it means to live in contemporary 
society.   Please join us.  

FESTIVAL SPONSOR
 Jane  Friedman
Bobby Hernreich 
Chet Kerr & Heather Thomas
J. Stephen Schardt
Continuum Health

BIG LOVE SHOW SPONSOR
Dominique Bravo & Eric Sloan
Thomas Foxcroft
Mary & Yee Wang Fung
Michelle Kim
Michelle Kydd Lee
Ivan Martinez & Patty Adams
David & Natalie Neubert
Scott Rudin
Aaron Sosnick
Howard Spector
Jason C. Tsou
Wes Wang

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Mark Anthony Caterini
Jennifer Williams & Justin Woodis
Distracted Global Foundation

SOUL MATE 
Peter Askin
Nelson Bakerman
Trey Beck
Bob Boyett
Lauren Bresnan
Simone Careaga
Stephen Daldry
Rebecca  Daly
Gaby Darbyshire
Suzi DeAngelis
John F. Delaney & Elizabeth Wang
Anne & Steve Dennin
Deirdere Dunne
Winnie Fung
Vallejo Gantner
Nathan Gill
Mahmoud Hamadani
Circe Hamilton
Karen Heagle
Glenda Hersh
Gregory Ho & Linda Sanchez
Steven L. Holley
Maitland Burke Jones
Billi Kid
Michelle Kim
Leslie Kogod
Spike Lee
Andy Levy
Robert Longo
David Moore, Jr.
Stephen Oakes & Olivia Georgia
Reinaldo Perez
Lauren Rose
Jill Szuchmacher &
 Naomi Sunshine

Julie Thornton
Steven Warnick
Francis Williams
Boston Foundation

SIGNIFICANT OTHER
Jonathan Badal
Caterina Bartha
Brett Berish
Brian Berk
Deborah  Berke & Partners 
Architects LLP
Winsome Brown
Scott Cohen
Patti Costello
Sage Cowles
David Earls
Stephen Facey & Jay Wegman
Sarah Fels & George Steele
Alexander Fuchs
Dashiell Gantner
Thomas Keenan
Carol Kelly
Faina Kouperman
Barbara Lanciers
Justine & John Leguizamo
David Leslie
Chon Noriega & Kathleen McHugh
Bob Perl
Maureen Pikulak
Gary Posternack
Kristen Rodriguez
Michelle Vaughan
Brenda Welsh
Jeff Zimmerman & 
Sharon Weinberg

MAIN SQUEEZE
Marlene Baum
Vince Bruns
David Clark
Cees De Bever & Julia Mandle
Mashinka Firunts
Kyle Fox
Sally Habbershaw
John Hoffman
Sam Katz
Alicia Kershaw & Peter Rose
Poppy King
Jenny Lawrence
Gustave Levy
Lynda Logan
William Lynch
Michael Maher
Salley May
Maeve Fiona McCullagh 
& Jonathan Jacobs
Chris McDonald
Lynda Medina
Chris Miles
Lionel O’Hayon
Lyn Pentecost

Yaniv Reeis & Liat Cohen-
Reeis
Juergen Riehm
Jennifer Rubell
Richard & Joan Sexton
Tim Sheehan
Cindy Sherman
Michael Small
Lucy Taylor
Morgan Thorson
Jade Ullman
Barbara Watson 
& Henry Pillsbury
Martin Wechsler
Michael Wiener
Reed Zaroff
Christine Zorzi
In Recognition of 
Wilhelmine Hackemer 
Anonymous 
Anonymous

BFF  
Jennifer Altemus
Richard Bartlett
Rinne & David Becker
Elizabeth Benson
Ashley Berman
Steve Bodow 
& Katherine Profeta
David Bolotsky
Bill Bragin & Lisa Philp
Moira Brennan
Eric Brettschneider
Barbara Bryan
Ginerva Bull & David 
Travis
Lili Chopra
James H. Coleman
James Copel&
Sergei Diaghilev Jr
Joe Donohue
Autumn Dornfield
Karen Eckhoff
Cathy Edwards
Phillip Elenbaas
Eben & Lisa Esterhuizen
Jody Falco & Jeffrey 
Steinman
David Fanger
Deborah Fine
Karl Fogel
Jenna Lauren Freed
Rob Freeman
RoseLee  Goldberg and 
Dakota Jackson
Laurel Gonsalves
Ain Gordon
David Graziano
Lucy Guerin
Brooks Hale
Melissa Hardy

Craig Harwood 
& Tim Saternow
E. Hodur
Kathy Hughes
Kimberley Ima
Elon Kenchington
Nunally Kersh
Elysabeth Kleinhans
Gavin Kroeber
Kristy Kryszczak
Evelien Kums
John Kyne
Elizabeth LeCompte
Allen Lee
Adam Levine
Sascha Lewis
Cristina Linclau
Leonard Lipsztein
Fred & Doreen Lloyd 
Rose Lord
Michael Marshall
Richard Maxwell
Amanda McBroom
Pink Mince
Michael Mushalla
Jeffrey Neuburger
Siobhanor O’Reilly
Javier Osorio
Morgan von Prelle Pecelli
Lisa B. Phillips
Sergio Piomelli
Myra Jean Prelle & 
Giampiero Pecelli
Allison Prouty
Nik Quaife, Zoetrope 
Arts PR
Craig Reeves
Heidi K. Rettig
Stephan 
& Catherine Roche
Scott Rodrigue
Mark Rossier
Jeryl & Gideon  
Rothschild
Freddie & Vin Scelsa 
Dan Scheffey
Eddie Schmidt
Tanya Selvaratnam
Lucy Sexton
Yasmeen Sher-Harari
Isabel Sinestrone
Peter Aidan Sloane
Jill Smith
Jonathan Sternberg 
& Janice Siglin
Andrea Suarez
Ariana Smart Truman
Micki Wesson
Benjamin Yalom
Pavel Zustiak
Intertrauma Medical 
Consulting, PC 
Silverbell & Mr. Orange 

In Honor of Patricia McMahon 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
TerraNova Collective, Inc 
The Bolland Family 
Anonymous

This list is up to date as of 
Oct 1, 2010 Please contact 
lori@ps122.org with any ques-
tions. 

Support PS122 and our artists. Become a member of PS122 Friends with Benefits. 
We really can’t do it without you! For a list of benefits, at each Friends giving level go 
to ps122.org/support. 
PS122 would like to thank our 2010/2011 Friends With Benefits

Performance Space 122’s programming and this performance have been supported by the following organizations and partners  (for a full list of funders, please visit  ps122.
org/about/funders.html):

5 for $55
The PS122 Passport is the easi-
est, most affordable way to explore 
Performance Space 122.

Purchase a PS122 Passport at 
the Box Office or online at ps122.
org/passport  
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