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Rabbi Rabino

Co-Production of Rattlestick Playwrights Theater and PS 122
Director: Vivi Tellas

Collaborators: Julie Kline and Dahlia Fischbein

Performers: Rabbi Moses A. Birnbaum and Rabbi Hyman Levine
Stage Manager: Mei Ling Acevedo

Research in Buenos Aires: Pablo Chernov

Associate Producer: Julie Kline

Video/Photo Documentarian: Dahlia Fischbein

Production Photos: Pascal Perich

Postcard Design: Horacio Gallo

Vivi Tellas’ website: Mei ludicissa

We invite you to stay after the performance to enjoy some Kosher refreshments with the performers.
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Director’s Note:

As a Jewish person without a Jewish education | always felt very curious and had great attraction to the whole
mise en scene of the synagogue. As a theatre director this feeling was enough to make me think of starting my
research on the “Rabbi’s world”, as part of my documentary work. | am looking for the most theatrical moments
in the life of a Rabbi, and to examine certain questions....

Is theatre true?

Rabbi Murray said that God is a voice.

Rabbi Ellen said God is “feeling right”.

Rabbi Jan said God is memory.

Rabbi Moshe said God is being Jewish.

Rabbi Hy said God is the essence.

How does a person get to be a Rabbi? Is there a sign?

Is there a moment of revelation?

What does it mean to be a Rabbi? Is it a responsibility? A calling?

Moses heard God’s voice for the first time coming from The Burning Bush. A bush that never burns down.
Are Jewish jokes the best jokes on earth?

What does it mean to be chosen?

Why is Hollywood a Jewish invention?

Vivi Tellas has been at the cutting edge of the Argentine theater scene since 1980, first as the originator of
Teatro Malo (Bad Theater) and since then as the director of a succession of innovative stage productions. Tellas
has continually explored and tested the limits of theatrical practice and institutions. Her original contributions
include Homenaje a Xul Solar (1989), Europera V (1995), Los fracasados del mal (1992), and a groundbreak-
ing interpretation in collaboration with artist Guillermo Kuitca of La casa de Bernarda Alba (2002). Since 2000
she has worked on the Archives Project, a cycle of radical stagings of everyday life in Buenos Aires, directing
her real-life mother and aunt (Mi mama y mi tia, 2003-4), recreating her driving lessons in the Automovil Club
Argentino (Escuela de conduccién, 2006-7), staging a conversation between the writer Edgardo Cozarinsky and
his doctor (Cozarinsky y su médico, 2005-2006), and exploring Buenos Aires dance nightlife in Disc Jockey
(2008).

Vivi Tellas founded and directed the Center for Experimentation in Theater of the University of Buenos Aires.
Between 1998 and 2000 she was in charge of performing Arts of the Recoleta Cultural Center. Between 2001
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and 2008 she was the Artistic Director of the Sarmiento Theater, wich she transformed into the experimental
wing of the Theater Complex of the City of Buenos Aires. There, Tellas created the Biodrama Project, about
staging real people’s lives. In 2008, she taught the seminar “Family Theater,” first in London by joint invitation
of the National Portrait Gallery and Shunt, the legendary performance space, then in Dublin by invitation of the
Project Arts Center.

In 2009 she was invited as a visiting professor at New York University, where she taught a semester workshop
in the Creative Writing Program and was part of Teatro Vivo Festival at NYU. She also presented her work at
Princeton’s University Documentary Film Festival.

Julie Kline (Collaborator/Associate Producer) is an actor, director, and producer in New York City. She is a
Literary Associate at Rattlestick Playwrights Theatre, Artistic Associate of Rising Phoenix Rep, and Associate
Director of Roots&Branches Theater. Acting credits include work with Rising Phoenix Rep, EST, The Women’s
Project, HERE Arts Center, and the New York and DC Fringe Festivals. Producing credits include SLIPPING
(RPR/Rattlestick) and TOO MUCH MEMORY (RPR/NYTW). Up-coming - Director, THE STRAY DOG by Kristen
Palmer, as part of Rising Phoenix Rep’s CINO NIGHTS monthly series of new site-specific plays. BFA in Acting
from The Theatre School, DePaul University, Chicago.

Dahlia Fischbein (Collaborator/Documentarian) is an Argentine-born New York-based artist. Educated in Film
and Political Science in Argentina and New York she was also trained as a video editor. Her work has been
shown in galleries, festivals and art fairs in the US, Europe and South America such as ~Scope Miami , ~Scpe
New York, Athens Video Art Festval, ArteBA, Festival Internacional Suefios Cortos, Toxic Video, Flicker Film LA,
Museum Quartier, Galerii Fotografic [Prague], The Hogar Collection and nydesignrooom. She has designed visu-
als for multidisciplinary events such as a theater performance in collaboration with the Ex p Girls Company or a
fashion exhibit in collaboration with GGrippo. In 2004 she created Sharpy [Cecilia Biagini & Dahlia Fischbein] a
video collective whose work was exhibit at Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts, South Bend Regional Museum
of Art, PACE University Gallery, Gallery W52, Weiss Pollack Gallery among others. Since 2009 she is an Audio
Visual Designer for Limbo Arts, a record label and sound design company based in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
She is very happy to collaborate with Vivi Tellas in Rabbi Rabino.

Pablo Chernov (Research) graduated from the Fundacion Universidad del Cine (FUC) in Buenos Aires with
a degree in Film Direction, where he currently teaches postproduction. Presently he is working together with
Gaston Solnicki in the production company Filmy Wiktora. Producer: EI Hombre Robado, directed by Matias
Pifieiro, which competed in: Buenos Aires, Vienna, FICCO, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (José Riveros Award
for Best New Director) and Jeonju (Award for Best Film in the International Competition). Co-producer: Matias
Pifieiro’s second feature film, Todos Mienten, winner of two awards in the International Competition at the
BAFICI, international premiere in Locarno and was premiered at MoMA. In 2009 he obtained a grant from the
Fondo Metropolitano de las Artes y las Ciencias for the short-film Escenas sobre la muerte de los nifios directed
by Nicolas Zukerfeld. Currently he’s working with producer Hernan Musaluppi in a book about film production
in Argentina and with theater director Vivi Tellas in her new piece Rabbi Rabino.

Thanks to Alan Pauls, Rita Pauls, Richard Etkin, Sylvia Molloy, Beba Eguia, Stefan Kaegi, Anthony Hampton,
Sarah Cameron Sunde and New Georges, Roberto Cambeiro and A.R.T./ New York, Judy Bowman, Brian Long,
Eugenia Furneaux-Arends, Brian Miskell, Kathryn Hathaway, Denis Butkus, Daniel Talbott, Mashinka Firunts,
Laura Nicoll, Morgan Nichols, Myron Gold, Rabbi Murray and Clare Stadtmauer, Rabbi Jonathan Blake, Rabbi
Ellen Lippmann, Lisa B. Segal, Arthur Strimling, Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman, Rabbi Rolando Matalon

Special thanks to Vallejo Gantner and David Van Asselt
This production is sponsored by Apple & Eve Juice.
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Performance Space 122's programming and this performance have been supported by the following organizations and partners:

State of the Arts
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Performance Space 122 is New York’s ultimate destination for
cutting-edge theatre, dance, music, live art and multi-media.

PS122 is dedicated to supporting and presenting artists who explore innovative form and
provocative content and who rigorously challenge the boundaries contemporary perfor-
mance; PS122 is committed to a steadfast search for pioneering artists from a diversity of
cultures, nations and beliefs.

For thirty years, Performance Space 122 has been a hub for contem-
porary performance and an active member of the East Village, as well
as the wider cultural community in N.Y.C. and across the globe.

In just the past 4 years, under the curatorial vision of Artistic Director Vallejo Gantner, PS122
has opened the curtain on more than 2,100 performances, welcomed more than 100,000
visitors, and supported the work of more than 1,800 artists, performers, choreographers,
playwrights, directors and designers.

Performance Space 122 passionately advocates for U.S. artists in New
York and across globe.

Our organization and the artists we present are reclaiming their relevance to wider social dis-
course by engaging artists, audiences and other community leaders in cultural, economic, and
environmental debates about what it means to live in contemporary society. Please join us.

PS122 STAFF
*Vallejo Gantner,

Artistic Director
*Winnie Fung,

Director of Business &
Organizational Resources
*Derek Lloyd,

Director of Production
*Morgan von Prelle Pecelli,
Director of Development

*Alex Reeves,

Information Services Manager
*Technical Director

Nick Bixby
*Laura Nicoll,

Marketing Manager
*Lori Vroegindewey

Friends and FOH Manager
*Mashinka Firunts

Artistic and Development Associate
*Sherri Kronfeld

Box Office Manager
*Eileen Goddard
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Chris Walters

Taylor Tobin
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* lvan Martinez, President
* Jason C. Tsou, Treasurer
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* Charles Kerr
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* Howard Spector
* Eli Scheier
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Coming soon to Performance Space 122...

JANUARY  Every House Has a Door with Lin Hixson and Matthew Goulish of Goat Island
FEBRUARY The Nonsense Company with Rick Burkhardt of 3 Pianos

Verdensteatret* Co-presented by Dance Theater Workshop & FuturePerfect
MARCH 30th Anniversary Spring Gala
APRIL John Kelly 2010 Ethyl Eichelberger Award Winner
MAY Reggie Watts & Tommy Smith

Heather Kravis
JUNE Adrienne Truscott

Avant-Garde-Arama!

PLUS 30th Anniversary Season Finale Special Events & Festival Line-up TBA

*Offsite at DTW




